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COLUMBIA COLLEGE Columbia University in the City of New York I New York, N. Y. 10027

208 Ferris Booth Hall

212-280- 3811

STATINTL

cc:

6 May 1976

STATINTL

Academic Relations Coordinator
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington,D.C.

STATINTL

Dear Mr. - STATINTL

On behalf of the Debate Council and Columbia University please accept our
thanks for vour efforts in setting up the recent briefing. Please be kind enough
to convey our special thanks to Mr. |} for his willingness to meet us and his
informative and relaggr%_]?_fﬁeﬁing. STATINTL
In terms of evaluation,the students were pleased with the content of the
discussion and Mr s willingness to voice personal opinions and offer his
insights into the lifestyle and career opportunities of State Department and
CIA personel, The briefing was small and emminently discreet. Mr. || 21 though
not a polished orator, was effective in presenting data and giving us a conceptual
framework to use in evaluating current events in the Middle East. The coverage
of material, although not particularly revealing, stimulated discussion and lead
to student follow-up.

From our perspective, the briefing was a success. Thank you again for your
efforts on our behalf, I hope that we can arrange for a similar arrangement next

vear. Have an enjoyable gummer.

With kindest regards, I remain

i ncerely,

niel Flamberg
Director of Debate
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3 May 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Trip to New York, April 27 - April 28 1976

STATINTL

1. This visit to New York grew out of _s conversations -
with members of Columbia's Debate Team. The latter wanted a CIA
briefing on the Arab-Israeli situation and on how the latter had affected
Soviet-American relations.  After some preliminary consultation, I went
up to Columbia on April 27.

2. The Columbia Debate Team, which I met at 1:00 p.m., turned
out to be the nucleus of a group of students who were knowledgeable,
friendly, and interested. They had gone to some lengths to keep the
visit from being publicized or generally known about because . they did
not want hostile campus radicals to disrupt the session. In some two
hours we covered the Middle East rather thoroughly; their questions
were pertinent and intelligent. Overall it was a useful exercise and
Angus Thuermer's forebodings did not come to pass.

3. Also saw Bill Barnds of the Council on Foreign Relations,
Howard Wriggins of the South Asia Institute of Columbia, and Bill
Quandt. of the University of Pemnsylvania (but a New York resident).
Quandt was extremely useful and helpful on Near East matters,. parti-
cularly on the Palestinians whom he knows well. Barnds and Wriggins
were probably of greater representational than substantive value >
but all visits were useful ones.-

STATINTL
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16 April 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Associate Deputy Director for
Intelligence

THROUGH: The Director, Political Research

SUBJECT: Invitation to Speak to the Debate
Club of Columbia College, Columbia
University

1. By letter dated 17 March, Daniel Flamberg,
Director of Debate, requested that the Agency offer
some Columbia students a briefing. My response
dated 7 April told Mr. Flamberg how this might be —
arranged.

2. By telephone on 13 April, Mr. Flamberg
requested that such a briefing be given in New York.
He explained that the quarter will soon be over
and organizing a trip would be difficult. He said
that the student group would number only 15 to 20,
and that there would be no press present. There
would be no prior advertising. In fact, Mr. Flamberg
said the talk could be conducted informally in his
apartment if we wished.

STATINTL

3. I think the Agency should send a speaker.
I, OPR Senior Middle East Analyst,can -
travel to New York between 21 and 30 April for the
purpose of consulting with some Middle East scholars
at Columbia and New York University. The student
talk could be included in his agenda. He is more
than competent to discuss their suggested subject--
Middle East issues and Soviet-U.S. relations. If
you agree, I will ask lllll to arrange the final STATINTL
details with Flamberg. The briefing will be entirely
unclassified, as will his talks h scholars.

STATINTL

DDI Coordinator for Academic Relations
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SUBJECT: Invitation to Speak to the Debate Club of
Columbia College, Columbia University
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WAsHINGTON,D.C, 20505

Approved F

7 April 1976

Mr. Daniel Flamberg
Director of Debate
Columbia University

206 Ferris Booth Hall

New York, New York 10027

Dear Mr. Flamberg:

This is in response to your letter of 17 March to
Mr. Bush, in which you asked that the CIA offer a briefing
to a student group from Columbia College. -

For some years the CIA has given such talks, most
often during the spring when student groups travel to
Washington for orientation visits to various Federal
agencies. Apart from possible scheduling difficulties
that might arise, I can see no reason why your group
should not be included.

- In order to select proper speakers, I will need to
know alternative dates and times on which you might be
available. 1 also need to know the size of the group, the
names, dates and places of birth for all students and
faculty who plan to attend.

It would be helpful if you could be quite specific
about the subject matter that you wanted covered. Naturally,
such briefings are unclassified, but we also ask that they
be for the background of participants and that there be no
publicity either before or after the briefing. This allows
us to be more candid and informal, and generally enhances
the communication process. -

One last suggestion is that the group of visitors not
be larger than 25. Our conference rooms are generally
about that size. A larger group could only be accommodated
in our auditorium, and spontaneity can disappear entirely
in that more formal setting.

STATINTL Tioy
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON,D.C. 20505

5 April 1976

Mr. Daniel Flamberg
Director of Debate
Columbia University

206 Ferris Booth Hall

New York, New York 10027

Dear Mr. Flamberg:

This is in response to your letter of 17 March to
Mr. Bush, in which you asked that the CIA offer a briefing
to a student group from Columbia College.

For some years the CIA has given such talks, most
often during the spring when student groups travel to
Washington for orientation visits to various Federal
agencies. Apart from possible scheduling difficulties
that might arise, I can see no reason why your group
should not be included.

In order to select proper speakers, I will need to
know alternative dates and times on which you might be
available. I also need to know the size of the group,

the names, dates and places of birth, .and-seci cu
numbers. (optional) for all students and faculty who plan \
to attend.

Rt

It would be helpful if you could be quite specific
about the subject matter that you want covered. Naturally, g
such briefings are unclassified, but we also ask that they w_g
be for the background of participants rather than for )
publicatien: This allows us to be more candid and informalfhztﬁzrjﬁ
and generally enhances the communication process. L““y«l\

One last suggestion is that the group of visitors not
be larger than 25. Our conference rooms are generally

about that size. A larger group could only be accommodated -
in our auditorium, and spontaneity can disappear entirely ~

in that more formal setting.

Coo
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Mr. Walsh, 1ike the DCI, wants some advice on

this. Could you get together with him?

-
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pate 25 March 1976
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE Columbia University in the City of New York ’ New York, N. Y. 10027

» O

200 Farria Booth Hall

22-280-361

17 March 1976

Mr.George Bush

Director
Central Intellegence Agency
Langley, Virginia

Dear Mr. Bush,

T read with great interest about your unclassified briefings for
leaders of business and industry. I was wondering if a briefing might be
arranged for selected student leaders. As you may know many of our students,
especially those invioved in debating and allied activities,are involved
in studies of history and polifical science a?géguld appreciate an up-to-date
and informative briefing by someone from your agency. Perhaps the topic for
such a briefing might be a global assessment of US security interests or an
explanation of Soviet military posture vis-a-vis our & 'hmilitary needs
for PY 77 and in the future.

. 0y e

I think that student leaders should be abGorded at least # degree
‘of access accorded to adult leaders. T feel that we can, unlike certain
industry leaders, utilize the utmost discretion in dealing with proprietary
materials. :

Please be kind enough to share with me your thoughts on my suggestion.
T hope that such a brief falls within agency guidelines and could be may
possible before the end of this academic year.

Thank you for your cooperation. I will look forward to hearing from
you in the near future. Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

Sincerely,

Daniel Flamberg
Director of Debate
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Mr. Walsh, like the DCI, wants some advice on
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COLUMBIA COLLEGE T Columbia Uaiversity in the City Gf WNew York | New York, N.Y. 19 027
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213-200-20N

17 iarch 1976

Mr.George Bush

Director
Central Intellegence Agency
Langley, Virginia

Dear Mr. Bush,

I read with great interest about your unclassified briefings for
leaders of business and industry. I was wondering if a briefing might be
arranged for selected student leaders. As you may know many of our students,
especially those invlioved in debating and allied activities,are involved _
in studies of history and polilTical science andtould appreciate an up-to-date
and informative briefing by someone from your “agency. Perhaps the topic for
such a briefing might be a global assessment of US segurlty ‘interests or an
explanation of Soviet military posture vis-a-vis our s mllltary needs
for FY 77 and in the future. :

: £L ' fhe

I think that student leaders should be aceorded at least i degree
of access accorded to adult leaders. I feel that we can, unlike certain
industry leaders, utilize the utmost discretion in dealing with proprletary
materials. :

Please be kind enough to share with me your thoughts on my Suggestion.
I hope that such a brief falls within agency guidelines and could be may
possible before the end of thls acadenic year.

Thank you for your cooperation. I will look forward to hearing from
you in the near future. Happy St. Patrick's Day.

Slncerely,

/gf//,,b,«z ,%/w

Daniel Flamberg
Director of Debate
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